
XIII International Rice
Conference for Latin America
and the Caribbean

May 15-18, 2018 - Piura, Perú

Mejoradora molecular del consorcio de
Híbridos de Arroz para América Latina
(HIAAL), donde trabaja en la 
implementación de herramientas
biotecnológicas (marcadores
moleculares, mapeo de genes, cultivo
de anteras y CRISPR) en el programa 
de mejoramiento y producción de
semilla híbrida.

Estado actual de la biotecnología 
en el mejoramiento genético de
arroz en el CIAT.

María F. Álvarez 

http://bit.ly/2nuBokE
Bióloga, Ph.D. en Genética y Fitomejoramiento

Molecular breeder from the Hybrid Rice
for Latin America consortium (HIAAL,
by its acronym in Spanish). 

Within the HIAAL, she implemented the
use of different biotechnological tools
(molecular markers, gene mapping, 
another culture to produce double 
haploid and CRISPR) in the breeding 
program and for hybrid seed production.

 Topic: 
"Current status of biotechnology in the

 rice breeding program at CIAT"

María F. Álvarez 
http://bit.ly/2nuBokE

Biologist with PhD. in Genetics
and Plant Breeding

Professor of Nutrition and Food Science,
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
(UNLV). Her primary scholarly activities
lie in studying the nutritional quality of
food in foodservice operations and the
phytochemicals in whole grain rice,
and its co-products.

 Topic: 
“Healthier rice, achievements and challenges“

http://bit.ly/2E2tRUB

Ph.D. in Food Science

Christine Bergman

Robert Andrade is currently working as
a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Impact and
Strategic Studies in the International 
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT).
 
He is currently working on reassessing
the evidence of economic returns to 
research in LAC, developing innovative 
methods for assessing economic
impacts of R&D.

 Topic: 
"Follow-up to the Latin American rice sector"

http://bit.ly/2GBAziY

Economist. Ph.D. candidate in Applied 
Economics at the University of Minnesota

Robert Andrade

Rice breeder. He was the leader of the
Rice Program of the National Institute of 
Agrarian Research of Peru (INIA, by its
acronym in Spanish), rice breeder of the
International Center for Tropical 
Agriculture (CIAT, by its acronym in 
Spanish) and consultant of the Latin 
American Fund for Irrigated Rice (FLAR, 
by its acronym in Spanish). Under his 
direction he developed most of the rice 
varieties grown in Peru in the last 25 
years. He is currently Director of 
Research and Development of the 
company Hacienda El Potrero SAC in Perú.

 Topic: 
"Alliances for rice breeding in Perú"

Carlos Bruzzone
http://bit.ly/2BJfPC9

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Plant Breeding
and Genetics

Currently she is researcher at the
Brazilian Agriculture Research 
Corporation (Embrapa), working in 
soil and water management, with 
emphasis on soil fertility, nitrogen 
dynamics in the soil-plant-atmosphere
system, efficient use of water, irrigated
rice and dynamics of greenhouse gas 
emissions in subtropical 
agroecosystems.

 Topic: 
“Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

in rice production”

http://bit.ly/2FAJU9i

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Sciences -
Nuclear Energy in Agriculture

Walkyria Bueno Scivittaro

Her area of expertise is rice
industrialization. Currently she works
as researcher at Latitud, Foundation of
the Laboratorio Tecnológico del 
Uruguay (LATU). She coordinates the 
following lines of research: the 
improvement and optimization of rice 
industrialization processes and the 
evaluation of the quality profile of rice 
cultivars in order to contribute to 
Breeding Programs.

 Topic: 
"Improvement and optimization of 

post-harvest processes in rice"

Food Engineer. Ph.D. in Food 
Science and Technology

http://bit.ly/2nqdzeI

Alejandra Billiris

Researcher of Calidris, association for the 
study and conservation of waterfowl in 
Colombia. She has worked on the trophic 
ecology of shorebirds present in rice crops. 
She has nine years of experience in research 
and conservation of waterfowl and 
Passeriformes in Colombia. Since 2008 she 
coordinates the Neotropical Waterbirds 
Census in Colombia and since 2009 the 
“Las Alas del Arroz” initiative that is aimed 
to involve rice farmers in the biodiversity 
conservation and foster promoting best 
management practices that benefit birds and 
farmers. Through this initiative seeks to 
promote the green seal “Arroz Amigo de las 
Aves”, establishing channels and research 
with the agro-industrial sector to expand the 
commercialization of organic rice with 
added value.

 Tema: 
“Wings of rice and green seals certification 

for rice production in Colombia”

http://bit.ly/2ESNbS2 

Biologist. M.Sc. in Conservation and 
Use of Biodiversity. 

Yanira Cifuentes

Agronomist with specialization in 
Entomology. Twenty three years
working at the International Center for 
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT, by its 
acronym in Spanish) and the Latin 
American Fund for Irrigated Rice (FLAR,
by its acronym in Spanish). Rice breeder
and manager of phenotyping for cold 
tolerance and resistance to rice hoja
blanca disease and its insect vector 
Tagosodes orizicolus. Link researcher 
between CIAT and FLAR, and Coordinator
of germplasm interchange  (in Colombia
and overseas).

 Tema: 
"Two decades of rice genetic 

improvement for the tropical zone in 
Latin America and the Caribbean"

http://bit.ly/2ccSEUY

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Agicultural Sciences
with emphasis in Plant Breeding

Maribel Cruz

Agronomist with specialization in 
Entomology. Twenty three years
working at the International Center for 
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT, by its 
acronym in Spanish) and the Latin 
American Fund for Irrigated Rice (FLAR,
by its acronym in Spanish). Rice breeder
and manager of phenotyping for cold 
tolerance and resistance to rice hoja
blanca disease and its insect vector 
Tagosodes orizicolus. Link researcher 
between CIAT and FLAR, and Coordinator
of germplasm interchange  (in Colombia
and overseas).

 Topic: 
"Two decades of rice genetic 

improvement for the tropical zone in 
Latin America and the Caribbean"

http://bit.ly/2ccSEUY

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Agicultural Sciences
with emphasis in Plant Breeding

Maribel Cruz

Leader of the Agronomy and Technology
Transfer Program of the Latin American
Fund for Irrigated Rice (FLAR, by its 
acronym in Spanish). 

He currently coordinates technology
transfer projects focusing on high 
productivity in rice in Latin America.
Technical-scientific coordinator of the
Project 10+ from the Instituto Rio 
Grandense do Arroz (IRGA) in Brazil.

 Topic: 
"Closing yield gaps, a contribution to

 rice sustainability"

http://bit.ly/2nQr2vP

Agronomist. M.Sc. in Phytotechnics

Luciano de Campos Carmona

Alvaro Durand-Morat is an assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Agricultural Economics and 
Agribusiness at the University of 
Arkansas. 

He specializes in rice economic 
modeling, including trade policy, 
technology adoption, and consumer 
behavior.

 Topic: 
"Impact of free trade agreements and 
other international trade agreements 

on rice in Latin America"

http://bit.ly/2EaaqGc

Agricultural Engineer. 
Ph.D. in Public Policy.

Alvaro Durand-Morat

Senior Scientist at the International Rice 
Reserch Institute (IRRI) in Los Banos 
Philippines. He has 24 years research 
for development work experience in 
Asia in postharvest, mechanization and
facilitation of multi stakeholder 
platforms. He also worked six years as
a consultant for small and medium 
industry promotion and agro-industry 
studies. He is currently leading IRRI's
Mechanization and Postharvest Cluster 
with projects in most countries of 
Southeast Asia and South Asia and also 
the postharvest and value chain support 
service upgrading activities of the new 
RICE CRP of the CGIAR.

 Topic: 
"Post-harvest technologies for small farmers"

Agronomist. M.Sc. in Agricultural Engineering

Martin Gummert
http://bit.ly/2E7R98o

Coordinates the Rice Quality Laboratory of 
the Latin American Fund for Irrigated Rice 
(FLAR, by its acronym in Spanish) and the 
International Center for Tropical Agriculture 
(CIAT, by its acronym in Spanish). She is 
responsible for the evaluation methods of 
physical and chemical quality of the rice for
the breeding programs FLAR and the CIAT, 
as well as the optimization of processes to 
evaluate the quality of the grain and the 
characterization of the attributes of the rice 
according to consumer demand of Latin 
America. She developed an equation to 
evaluate the amylose content of rice by 
infrared spectroscopy near.

  Tema: 
"Rice grain quality characterization 

in Latin America"

Food Engineer. 
M.Sc. in Agroindustrial Engineering 

Katerine Loaiza de la Pava

Jan Leach is a plant pathologist who 
studies the molecular mechanisms of 
plant disease susceptibility and 
resistance. 

She also studies how climate changes 
impact plant disease caused by microbial
pathogens, and how the Russian wheat
aphid microbiome influences the 
insects’ aggressiveness to plants. Leach
is a University Distinguished Professor 
at Colorado State University, and she 
also serves as Associate Dean for 
Research in the College of Agriculture

  Topic: 
"Improving crop productivity through a 

comprehensive understanding of 
the phytobiome"

http://bit.ly/2E8Wbp5

Microbiologist. Ph.D. in Plant Pathology

Jan Leach

Professor of Weed Science in the 
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do 
Sul (UFRGS), Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

The main research, extension and 
teaching activities are related to the 
sustainability of weed management 
focused on herbicide resistant weeds, 
molecular biology applied understanding 
of weediness traits and the effect of the 
environment and crop management on 
weed effects.

 Topic: 
"Sustainable weed management in rice"

http://bit.ly/2E879XV

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Ecology / 
Weed Science

Aldo Merotto Junior

Dr. Pittelkow’s research program is 
focused on integrating agronomic and 
environmental goals in crop production, 
particularly how to maintain or increase 
yields while reducing nitrogen, carbon, 
water, and energy footprints in 
agriculture. His work on sustainability 
combines field-scale experiments, data 
synthesis, crop modeling, and remote 
sensing through collaborative 
partnerships in the U.S. Midwest and 
internationally. He started as an 
Assistant Professor of Agronomy at the 
University of Illinois in 2014. 

 Topic: 
“Meeting sustainable intensification 

goals in agriculture”

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Agronomy

Cameron Pittelkow

Agronomist specialized in rice consumer 
behavior. Currently, he is the 
Commercial Director of the Instituto 
Rio Grandense do Arroz (IRGA) in Brazil. 

Experience as a professor of 
agribusiness at the Universidade da 
Região da Campanha in Brazil, consultant
and analyst of the rice market.

  Topic: 
"Rice valorization program: promoting 

rice consumption in Brazil"

http://bit.ly/2FVMlTT

Agronomic Engineer. 
M.Sc. in Agribusiness

Tiago Sarmento Barata

Agronomist employed by the Africa Rice
Center (AfricaRice), based in Côte 
d'Ivoire. He has more than 15 years of 
work experience in both Asia 
(2000-2005) and sub-Saharan Africa
(2006-present). Currently he leads a 
multi-institutional Flagship Project 3:
‘Sustainable farming systems’ as part 
of the new RICE CRP led by IRRI 
(2017-present). Also he is a research 
fellow in the Japan International
Research Center for Agricultural 
Sciences (JIRCAS).

 Topic: 
“Sustainable farming systems, a Flagship 

project of the RICE research program by CGIAR”

http://bit.ly/2EOc5Cy

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Agriculture

Kazuki Saito

He is a principal researcher at the 
National Institute of Agricultural 
Research (INIA, by its acronym in 
Spanish) in Uruguay, since 1995. He was 
Director of the INIA National 
Environmental Sustainability research 
program (2010-2017) and currently is 
the Director of the National Rice 
Research Program of INIA. His research 
interest includes soil and water 
management and conservation; precision 
agriculture; soil quality dynamics in 
agricultural systems, especially in no-till 
crop-pasture rotations and in flooded 
rice production systems.

 Topic: 
"Sustainable management of rice soils"

http://bit.ly/2Hu89YH

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Soil Science

José A. Terra

Research director at RiceTec – Seeds. 
Responsible for the breeding and 
product development areas for 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and 
Uruguay. 

Research interest on the development 
of commercial hybrids for Mercosur 
and breeding for heterosis in rice.

 Topic: 
“Contribution of hybrids to rice sustainability “

Agronomist. Ph.D. in Genetics and 
Plant Breeding

Édgar Torres

He is the principal researcher of 
Institute of Crop Science, National 
Agriculture and Food Research 
Organization. 

He is also the visiting professor of 
Department of International Agricultural 
Development, Tokyo University of 
Agriculture. 

Yusaku’s research aims are to identify 
and apply QTLs associated with root 
system architecture for genomic-based 
breeding to improve crop production
under abiotic stress like drought and 
nitrogen deficiency.

 Topic:
“Genetic improvement of rice for 

low use of inputs”

http://bit.ly/2EoICOlYusaku Uga

xxxxxx

 “----”

http://bit.ly/xxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Shoichi Ito

Businessman with 27 years of
management experience. For the last 
six years, he has been the CEO of 
Coagronorte, an agricultural cooperative 
founded 50 years ago in Colombia. 
Through the production chain and the 
acquisition of new technologies, from 
the field to the industrial process, he
 has managed to improve the income, 
agricultural competitiveness and social 
environment of the producers 
associated to the cooperative.

Business Administrator specialized 
in Marketing, Finance and 
Management.

Guillermo A. Infante 

 Topic: 
“Experiences in cooperativism of small 

rice producers in Colombia”

xxxxxx

http://bit.ly/xxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Eduardo Rojas Villalobos

 Tema: 
"Development of high value markets as 

a strategy for rice competitiveness in Costa Rica"

He is a board member of the World 
Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ).  
2015-16 Knight Science Journalism 
Fellow at MIT. He specialized in history 
of science and STS (Science and 
Technology Studies) at Harvard 
University. He writes about science, 
technology, and culture for La Nación 
(Argentina), Agencia Sinc (Spain), Tec 
Review (Mexico), Le Monde 
Diplomatique. He is the author of two 
books: “All You Need to Know about 
Science” and “The Bathrooms Weren’t 
Always Like This.” He is also member of 
the Argentinian Network of Science 
Journalism.

http://fkukso.com/

Independent science journalist from Argentina

Federico Kukso

 Topic: 
"Stories that matter: the communication

around rice in the era of hyper information"

 Topic: 
“Transforming rain-fed to irrigated 

agriculture through water harvesting”

Santiago Jaramillo

Researcher at FLAR Agronomy Program. Have 
been working for ten years to introduce and 
disseminate sustainable rainwater harvesting 
practices to transform rainfed production 
systems to irrigated systems in Colombia, 
Honduras, Mexico y Nicaragua. His work 
combines the use of UAV (unmanned aerial 
vehicle) technologies to identify reservoir 
potential sites through geo-referenced 
elevation maps. Water use efficiency in 
transformed farms has triple yields and 
incomes in comparison with traditional 
rainfed systems. 

Agronomist. Master of Science in 
Sustainable Development and 
Environment.

Speaker

http://www.inia.uy/Personas/Paginas/jose-alfredo-terra-fernandez.aspx
http://www.inia.uy/Personas/Paginas/jose-alfredo-terra-fernandez.aspx



